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(For the Telescope.) 
Condition of Christendom, No. 2. 


As selfishness is the ground of 
the apostacy of Christendom ; so 
this ground must be denied, if ever 
the kingdoms aud churches of this 
world become those of our Lord 
and his Christ. When Jesus had 
called the people unto hiny with 
his disciples also, (Mark viii..34) he 
said unto them, “* Whosoever will 
come after me, let him deny bim- 
self, and take up his cross and fol- 
low me.” To deny selfis to slay 
self, and this is not done without 
suffering undera daily cross, ~ If 
we suffer with Christ we shail also 
reign with him : if we be dead with 
him, we shall also live with him: 
if we deny him, he also will deny 
us.” He who is not thus dead 
with him, is not alive with him: 
and if not desiring or striving 
to be, is consequently a reprobate, 
having noi passed from death unto 
life. .They confess Christ best 
who own him in works of self-de- 
nial, and deay Christ most who 
disown him by works of selfish- 
ness. They who follow Christ 
Jesus, the light of God in them 
individually, must not follow any 
thing that leads or scatters from 
him. For this is to deny Jesus 
Christ, and despise bis power and 
government. 

All sects of Christian professors 
have denied him by the selfishness; 
and sectarianism of their associa- 
tions. Human policy, creeds, and 
authority, are rocks on which sec- 
tarian churches have become ship 
wrecked, as to the one holy, sav- 
ing, and true faith. ‘Their faith 
and dependence has been turned 
from.the one holy, true, and saving 
Light of God in the soul, toa de- 
pendence and faith in creeds and 
church authority. In a letter of 
M. Smith, she writes as follows of 

Daniel Anthony, the father-in-law 
of Job Scot, now in his 85th year, 
‘ He informed me, that three years 
ag®, he had a clear prospect of the 
confusion that has since taken 
place. He ‘saw how all the pre- 
cedi 
men had failed, til! that of the 


(religious) systems among | 


ought to have added forms. The 
had committed two evils, whic 
were :—Ist, They had forsaken 
God’s light in them, the fountain 
of living waters; 2d. They had 
hewn out to themselves cisterns, 
broken cisterns, which hold no 
water, And Daniel Anthony be- 
lieved that the friends who testi- 
fied against these sins, were but as 
pioneers to a more glorious state 
than has ever been.—<And such was 
the public testimony of this pious 
friend. God had raised up the 
church of Rome, which in Paul’s 
time was approved of God. So 
Joseph introduced the Israelitish 
church into Egypt, and at length, 
there arose a ruler, who knew not 
Joseph ; what’ was the result ?— 
Auswer, Persecution. So when 
the ruler of the Romish church be- 
came ignorant of the Spirit of God 
as the law and governor, the rulers 
of that church persecuted and 
slew the righteous. So it has 
been with the protestant churches. 
And now the quaker church, she 
said, was doing like the protes- 
tant churches that preceded them. 
Therefore, God was about to call 
out from sectarian Babylon a purer 
church than ever had been.—And’ 
my prayer is that they ra avoid 
every thing that is. sel sh, human, 
and sectarian ;—that love to God 
supremely, and love to every 
neighbour as to one’s self, be ma- 
nifested in works; for then no man 
will say aught is his own : and all 
things will be held as at the com- 
mencement of the Christian dis- 
pensation. Selfishness, which is 
idolatry, will cease; the love of 
money and covetousness, which is. 
idolatry, will not exist ; contention 
and war will be ended; churches 
will then be no more erected on 
the sandy foundation of selfishness, 
but on the benevolent and benefi- 
cent Rock of ages ; where self is 
wholly to be denied. For selfish- 
ness.is the opposite of charity, or 
loving and treating every neighbour 
as our very selves. 


“ Self is a dang’rous foe to grace, 
Where it prevails and rules, 

Self must be humbled,—pride abas'd— 
Or they'll destroy our souls.” 





Quaker:. Then, after a pause in 


In observing the collected ac- 
counts of depravity and corruption 
in civilized countries, and the de- 
formities which aré so apparent 
among a people professing the holy 
name of Christ, ! have been read 
to suppose, notwithstanding all that 
is said.of the benighted heathen, 
that there are few nations more 
corrupt, few more really benighted, 
or more idolatrous, than those 
which are called Christian and civi- 
lized. It may be difficult exactly 
to make the comparison, but let us 
lay aside our prejudices, tradition, 
and the bias of education, and ex- 
amine the subject with candour 
and impartiality. We shall then 
see that civilization, for the most 
part, has only changed the aspect 
of vice, refined corruption, and 
made idolatry more specious : that 
while we are affecting to mourn 
over the Hindoo and the savage, 
the whole head is sick among our- 
selves, and the body full of wounds, 
and bruises, and putrefying sores : 
we should see men forming and 
delighting in their own peculiar 
religious societies, and adoring the 
systems of men, instead of wor 
shipping the true God. Few can 
plead innocent; for it belongs, in 
a greater or lesser degree, to all. 
In some it is more open and gla- 
ring, in others more secret and re- 
fined. 

Pharisaism exists as much under 
the Gospel as it did under the Law, 
and true worshippers are not, any 
more now than in our Saviour’s 
time, to be found among the high 
professors; because, they are 
breaking the first and great com- 
mandment: “ Thou'shalt have no 
other gods before me.” Their 
religion principally consists in an 
idolatrous regard to creeds and 
ceremonies, or a blind adherence 
to the dogmas doctrines of 
men. Wheneve n \have any 
end in view other than simple obe- 
dience to duty, even though it may 
be supposed to be building up the 
‘Trathyor for the good of mankind: 
that end will be productive of no 
advantage to themselves or others. 
Can God, whose throne is from 
everlasting to everlasting, be ex- 





Caypipus, 


every thing good in the world; and 
from a state of unwatchfulness or 
disobedience, every thing that is 
evil. We may talk oi reformation, 
but where is it to begin, but by sac- 
rificing all our own ends? Then 


Y | we shall come to live ia Christ, 


and the government will be upor 
his shoulders. 


We see the efforts of Missiona- 
ries, of Bible and other societies. 
— Ask them for their motives, and 
they. will answer, that they are to 
reform the worii—to do good to 
men. The effects that are pro- 
duced upon themselves and se 
the world, show that they have had 
their origin in the counsel and will 
of man. This idea of doing good, 
as founded in the wisdom and art 
of man, is a gilded bait, laid by the 
adversary of man’s happiness. to 
catch the Christians ; and we may 
trace its influence ina thousand 
ramifications. Missionary efforts 
and long prayers among the Phari- 
sees ; and holy images, crucifixes, 
and crusades among the Catholics, 
were all the devices of man—in- 
tended, however, to be of greatuse, 
and the means of much good to . 
mankind ; but what was the result ? 
Thus people in this day associate 
to promote what they call benevo- 
lence, to reform others, without 
reforming themselves ; to suppress 
vices in others which they foster 
at homeintheirown bosoms. Look 
for a moment at the various chari- 
table societies, that are formed for 
the relief of the poor. The plain- 
est arguments are brought forward 
to show how much gdéod they do, 
Another society rises up in New- 
York, to consider the general sub- 
ject of pauperism; and produce 
reasons equally plain, to show that 
the efforts for relieving the poor, 
generally, do harm, rather than 
good. Asa ship at sea, without a 
pilot ofa compass, so is man with- 
out the gitidance of the unerring 
Spirit of Truth ; his course is way- 
ward and uncertain, and his efforts 
10 do good, bear ow the face of 
them, the marks of being from him- 
sélf, rather than from God. 


A reformation never can be ef- 
fected, until we reform ourselves 





alted? or can man do any real 
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by one ;* until we are willing to 
ull down our altars, slay our idols, 
and offer the sacrifice of that dear- 
est and most precious victim, our 
own self.love. Then we shall see 
ourselves as we really are —poor, 
dependent, finite creatures, and 
find all our own hopes and confi- 
dence centre in God. It is alone 
in this state, that priestcraft, with 
all its refinemefits, and all its sub- 
tleties, car’ comé to an end; be- 
cause, here owly its life or vital | 
principle,will Cease to exist. And | 
till we come to this state of yielc | 
ing ourselves up as a living sacri- 
fice unto God, we shall find self | 
with all its subtleties, presenting | 
itself to our view; and whether | 
this self, this devil incarnate, may | 
amuse itself by establishing a The- | 
atre, or a Theological School, it is | 
alike the result of that spirit which | 
is at enmity with God. 
But while examining principles, | 
I judge noman. 1 have stated my | 
deliberate opinion, that idolatry | 
exists among those professing the | 
Christian name, and that to an ex- | 
tent, which they neither do, nor | 
can know, until the sacrifice of | 
themselves is fully made, and the | 
scales are removed irom their eyes; | 
and every hope in man ceases ; as | 
also in human creeds, ceremonies, | 
doctrines, rules, disciplines, and | 
church governments, however spe- 
cious or refined they may be. 
Then the holy relationship between 
man and his Maker, will be res- 
tored, the veil which is upon the | 
heart be done away, and we shall | 
become the partakers of that king- 
dom .of God, which consists in 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the 


Holy Ghost. Reformer. 











Religious Intolerance and Perse- 
culton. 


Benedict, in his history of the 
Baptists, speaking of Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut, observes : 
These states have been the most 
distinguished of any in the Union, 
for intolerance and oppression. 
The great mistake of the New 
England fathers lay in taking the 
laws of Moses for the commands 
of Christ, aad blending the Jewish 
and Christian dispensations to- 
gether. And indeed from this 
source have originated all the 
evils which have overrun the 
Christian world, and deluged it 
with blood. By this means unho- 
ly men are intrusted with the re- 
gulation of religious concerns, 
‘They know nothing of its nature, 
they feel nothing ofits power, and 
under their dominion the saints of 
God have always had occasion to 


| Boston, 1644, passed an act, from 


The first law made in New 
England, for the support of minis- 
ters and religious worship, ap- 
pears to have been iv 1638, when 
it was enacted, that every inhabi- 
tant, who would not voluntarily 
contribute his portion, should be 
compelled thereto by assessment 
and distress, to be levied by the 
constable or other officer of the 
town as in other cases. 

In the same year the assembly 
of Massachusetts passed a law to 
compel excommunicated persons 
to seek to be restored to the chur- 
ches which had cast them out. It 
was enacted ; 4 Whosoever shal! 
stand excommUnicated for the 
space of six months, without la 
bouring what in him or her lieth 
to be restored, such person shall 
be presented to the court of assis- 
tants, and there proceeded with 
by fine, imprisonment, or banish- 
ment, as their contempt and ob 
stinacy upon full hearivg shall de- 
serve.” 

The Massachusetts people seem 
to have been ambitious from the 
first of erecting a peculiar govern 
ment for themselves, in which no 
dissenter should be permitted to 
remain. They compared their co- 
lony to the land of Canaan, the 
Congregational party were the 
chosen people of God, and all who 
differed from them in opinion and 
practice, were like the seven wa- 
tions of the Canaanites, who were 
to be driven out of the land which 
the Lord their God had given 
them. 

Some Baptists appearing in 
their borders, the general court at 


which the following is an extract, 

“Forasmuch as experience 
hath plentifully and often proved, 
that since the first rising of the 
Anabaptists, they have been the 
incendiaries of the commonwealth, 
and the infectors of persons in 
main matters of religion, and the 
troublers of churches in all places 
where they have been, and that 
they, who have held the baptizing 
of infants unlawful, have usually 
held other errors or heresies 
therewith, though they have (as 
other heretics used to do) conceal- 
ed the same, till they spied out a fit 
advantage aud opportunity to vent 
them, by way of question or scru- 
ple ; and whereas, divers of this 
kind have, since our coming into 
New England, appeared amongst 
ourselves, some whereof (as oth- 
ers before the euied the ordi- 
nance of magis#™cy,and the law. 
fulness of making war, and others 
the lawfulness of magistrates and 
their inspection into any breach 








say, for thy sake we are killed all 
the day long.” 





* Societies, as such, never have, or ever 
will be reformed or purified. History proves 
that they grow more and more corrupt. 














of the first table ; which opinions, 
if they should be connived at by 
us, are like to be. increased 
amongst us, and so mast necessari- 
ly bring guilt upon us, infection 
and trouble to the churches, and 
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wealth; it is ordered and agreed, 
that if any person of persons, 
within this jurisdiction, shall either 
openly condemn or oppose the 
baptizing of infants, or go about 
secretly to seduce others from the 
approbation or use thereo!, or 
shall purposely depart the congre- 
gation at the ministration of the 
ordinance, or shall deny the ordi- 
nance of magistracy, or their law 

ful right and authority to mak: 

war, or punish the outward breach- 
es of the first table, and ghall ap- 
pear to the court wilfully and ob 

stinately to continue y ame afte: 
due ti d means of conviction, 
every bo ceson or persons shal! 
be sentenced to banishment.” © 

In the same year this law was 
passed. a poor man, by the nam 

of Painter, embraced the seuti 

ments of the Baptists, and having 
a child born, would not suffer bi- 
wife to carry it to be baptized. Hi 
was complained of for this to ux 
court, and enjoined by them to sui- 
fer his child .o be baptaed.  Sull 
dissenting both from the church 
and the court, he was tied up and 
whipped. 

In 1651, Obadiah Holmes and 
others,, members of a Baptist 
church at Newport, coming to 
Lynn, by request of William Wit- 
ter, the next day after their arn 
val, being the Sabbath, they con 
cluded to spend it in religious 
worship. While one of them was 
speaking, two constables, having 
a wasrani, came into the hous: 
and apprehended them. Obadiah 
Holmes was sentenced by the 
court to pay thirty pounds, or be 
publicly whipped. Refusing to 
pay the fine imposed upon him, 
he was remanded to prison, where 
he was kept for some time, anc 
then the sentence of the law was 
executed upon him in the most 
cruel and unfeeling manner, the 
executioner striking with all his 
might with a three-corded whip. 
(spitting in his hands three times) 
viving him therewith thirty strokes. 
It is stated in a manuscript wrote 
near one hundred years ago, that 
* Mr. Holmes was dpioed is such 
an unmerciful manner, that for 
many days, if not some weeks, he 
could take no rest but as he lay 
upon his knees and elbows, not 
being able to suffer any part of his 
body to touch the bed whereon he 


lay.” 
(To be Continued. ) 


4 Remarkable Prophecy by -Arch- 
bishop Usher. 

“ The greatest stroke upon the 
reformed churches is yet to come ; 
—and the time of the utter ruin of 
the see of Rome shall be when she 
thinks herself most secure.” One 
presumed to inquire of him, what 
his present apprehensions were 


persecution would fall upon all the 
rotestant Churches. Adding, I 
tell you, ali you have yet seen hath 
been but the begianing of sorrows, 
to what is yet to come upon the 
P. otestant churches o} Christ, who 
will ere long fall oder a sharper 
persecutio.: than ever; therefore 
(said he) look you be not found in 
the outward court, but a worship- 
per in the temple before the altar; 
for Christ will measure all those 
that profess his name, and call 
themselves his peop e; and the 
outward worshippers he. will feave 
out to be trodden down by the 
Gentiles : the outward Court is the 
formal Christians, whose religion 
lies in performing the outward du- 
ties of Christianity, without having 
an inward life and power of faith 
uniting them to Christ, and these 
God will leave to be trodden down, 
and swept away by the Gentiles ; 
but the worshippers within the 
temple. and before the altar, God 
will hide in the hollow of his hand, 
and under the shadow of his wings. 
ind this shall be one great differ- 
ence between this \ast, and all the 
other preceding persecutions : for, 
in the fo:mer, the most eminent 
and spiritual ministers and Chris- 
tians did generally suffer most, and 
were most violently fallen upon ; 
but in this last persecution these 
shall be preserved by God, as a 
seed to partake of that glory which 
shall immediately follow, and come 
upon the church, as soon as ever 
this storm shall be over ; for as it 
shall be the sharpest, so it shall be 
the shortest persecution of them 
all; and shall only take away the 
gross hypocrites and formal pro- 
fessors, but the true spiritual be- 
lievers shall be preserved till. the 
calamity be over.” 





HE DIED. 


In these two short but compre- 
hensive words,we read the consum- 
mation of the brief history of man ; 
man, whose life is like a vapour; 
who appears a moment and then 
vanishes away. Thus terminates 
the career of the conqueror ; he 
comes ‘forth in the proud resources 
of his mind, marshalling his legions. 
for the storm, and stirring up as 
with the breath of the whirlwind, 
the hot spirit of desolating war ; 
convulsing society; sapping the 
foundations of civil order ; shaking 
the thrones and kingdoms of the 
world, and opening the floodgates 
of sorrow on-mankind that he may 
gather round him a little tinsel 
grandeur, and associate his name 
with terror. A little space, and in- 
a corner of an obscure print we: 
read—he dicd—The  troublifig 
waves his spirit had invoked are 
still; and men contemplate what 
he was andis, with a kind of con- 
temptuous wonder—The man 
whose soul is wrapped up in ambi- 





concerning avery great persecu 





hazard to the whole common- 


tion. He answered, that a sad 


tion, toils his little hour for fame, 
and gains, if fortunate, the sum of 
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his wishes; we hear his name 
sounded abroad, and on the next 
breath treinbles the words; He 
died—Then he who calmly rea: 
sons, feels the small worth of titles 
and applauses that end in this. — 
The rich, the poor; the grave, the 

y; the imbecile, the wise; the 
ree man aad the slave ; all con 
‘clude the chapter thus. But it is 
when death strikes near us and his 
arrows reach our own bosoms, tiat 
we feel the force of ihese express- 
ive monosyllabies. He /hed is 


_ written against the name of a rela 


tive, or a companion ; and then 
we know that the form, the face, 
and every feature with which we 
have been familiar is hid away 
from our mortal vision for ever.; 
that the voice we heard se often 
and so gladiy. we shall hear no 
more; that the mind wi¢ch could 
charm in its developement of pow 
rand knowledge is no longer a 
tenant of the earth, and the heart 
that loved us will not beat again 
while one sand remains ip the hour- 
glass of time, or the pillars of the 
world remain unshaken. We 
seem to approach nearer to the 
vail that screens from our view the 
hidden empire of death; we ask 
ourselves, where at this moment 
is the spirit of the departed ?» the 
involuntary answer is; where we 
shall shortly be. Strange, that 
when death spreads among us his 
visible tokens daily; when he 
strikes so often into the social cir 
ele, and spares neither at the fire 
side, nor the festive board, we 
should live in so much seeming 
forgetfulness of hisexistence. Weill 
hath it been said — ’ 
“Man sleeps, and man alone, and man 
whose fate, 
Fate irreversibie, entire extreme, 
Endless, hair hung, breeze shaken, o’er 
the gulf, 
A mountain trembles, drops, and man 
for whom, 
All else is in alarm; man, the sole cause 
Of this surrounding storm—and yet he 
sleeps 
As the storm rock’d to rest.” 





Whitefield’s Eloquence. 


Perhaps the greatest . proof of 
the pursuasive powers of the cele- 
brated Whitefield’s eloquence, was 
evinced when he drew from Frank 
lin’s pocket the money which that 
clear cool reasoner had determined 
not to give : it was for the orphan- 
* | did not,” 
says the American philosopher, 
“disapprove of the design; but as 
Georgia was then destitute of ma- 
terials and workmen, and it was 
proposed to send them from Phila 
delphia at a great expense, | 
thought it would have been better 
to bh built, the house at Phila 
delphia, and brought the children 
to it. This | advised ; but he was 
resolute in his first project, rejected 
my counsel, and! therefore refused 
to contribute, I happened, soon 
after, to attend one of his sermons, 


_im the course of which ! perceived 


THE TELESCOPE. 





he intended to finish with a collec. 
tion, and | silently resolved he 
should get nothing from me: | had 
in my pocket a-handful of copper 
money, three or four silver dollars, 
and five pistoles in gold. As he 
proceeded | began to soften, and 
concluded to give the copper ; 
another stroke of his oratory made 
pme ashamed of that. aud deter- 
mined me to give the silver ; and 
he finished so admirably, that | 
emptied my pocket wholly into 
the collector’s dish, gold and all.” 

“ At this sermon,” continues 
Franklin, * there was also one of 
the club, who, being of enti- 
meats respecting the bite in 
Georgia,and suspecting a coliection 
might be intended, had by precau- 
tion, emptied his pockets before he 
came from home: towards the 
conclusion of the discourse, how- 
ever, he felt a strong inclination to 
give, and applied toa nei,hbour 
wio steod wear him, te lend him 
some money for the purpose. — 
The request was fortunately made 
io perhaps the only man in the 
company who had the firmness not 
to be affected by the preacher.— 
His answer was, “ At any other 
time, friend Hopkinson, I would 
iend to thee freely, but not, now : 
for thee seems to me to be out of 
thy right senses.” 





Religion. 

Bright as the morning star dress- 
ed in the radiance of the sun- 
beams, cometh the seraph of im- 
mortality. 

She approacheth in white robes, 
her eye is fixed on the heavens, 
her knee is humble is, the dust. 

She teacheth the way of virtue, 
her precepts are simplicity and 
truth. 

Her profession is pure and un- 
defiled; the duties she ezijoins 
are plain and easy. Atiend ‘o her 
counsel, and abide by her @istruc- 
tions ; so shall peace be the com- 
panion of thy reflections, and hap- 
piness the partner of thy contem- 
piations. 

In the practice of -piety is satis- 
faction on earth, and its reward is 
on high, in the regions of bliss and 
immortality. 

Necessity of Repentance. 

Without repentance faith is 
presumptuous, hope is fallacious, 
and ail religious pretensions 
groundless and enthusiastic. 





Memoir. 


An Account of William Cole. 


He who holdcth the issues of 
life and death in his hand, saw it 
best that the race of William 
should be short, and that he should 
soon finish his course on earth, 
On the sixth of April he appear- 








ed to be unwell, but made no com- 





plaint. But his symptoms soon 
became so-alarming, that | had to 
call the doctor. All our hopes 
were at once cut off, and death 
seemed now to approach in a most 
dreadful manner. His lips chan- 
ged from red to black. and his 
eyes sank in their sockets with a 
ghastly appearance. I went to 
my brother and told him the dac- 
tor considered him dangerously ill. 
He said he knew that. | then 
entreated him to lose no time; 
but immediately to ca]] upon God 
for mercy, and to cast himself on 
the mercy of God through Jesus 
Christ, that he might obtain the 
pardon of his sinsyand be prepa- 
red for heaven, I was then call- 
ed out of the room, and one of his 
sisters went to him, and with tears 
advised him to call upon God for 
mercy. He told her he was not 
afraid to die.—On my return to 
him, I begged of him to cast him- 
self upon the mercy of God 
through the meriis of Jesus Christ. 
and to make # covenant with Gud 
that if he would spare his life,,he 
would spend his days in his ser-: 
vice. “O Joseph,” said he, “I 
am a self-murderer: I have 
brought on my, death prematurely 
by ‘my. improper conduct.” I 
told him, if. his sins were ever so 
great, the blood of Christ could 
wash their stains away. ‘‘ O Jo- 
seph,” said he again, “I have 
heen a confirmed deist.” 


One of his sisters went to him: 
and with tears eftreated him not 
to let his soul be lost for ever. 
She told him God was willing to 
have mercy upon him, if he would 
ask for it. He told her it was 
useless. “Do you think,’ said 
he, “that | would be so mean as 
to ask for mercy, after acting as | 
have done? No; God would not 
have mercy on me if I should.” 

I have conversed with many 
‘infidels, and have read their works, 
but never have [ read or heard 
any thing of the kind that aston- 
ished me so much as my brother’s 
objections did at that time. The 
greater part of them could not be 
of any use to publish: one of 
them, however, I will mention : 
“ that the conduct of — the 
greater part of the professors of 
religion is no better than that of 
deists ; and he thought that the 
mere theory of a system was of 
little consequence, unless it had 
some good effect on the practice 


of its votaries.” 14 
He now show efgeiiderabe 
uneasiness at the Wear approach 


of death, and expressed a fear 
that he should soon become deli- 
rious. His mother asked him ij 
he felt a desire that | should pray 
with him? He said he felt afraid 
that his head would not be able 
to bear it. His sufferings indeed 
were very great, aud it was evi- 
dent they. could not last much 
longer. -He begged of us that we 
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would not let him sleep any du 
ring the night, lest a deliriam 
should be brought on ; and in or- 
der to keep him awake he placed 
one of his hands in his sister’s, 
which he desired her to pull every 
second: this she tried to do, and 
it bad the desired effect: fot 
through the mercy of God he was 
brought through gi dreadful wight 
without sufferin t he so much 
dreaded. When the morning 
came, the scene which presented 
itself to our view was dréfdful be- 
yond description! Our pareats 
saw their beloved child about to 
take his everlasting leave of them ; 
and his brother and sisters to bid 
him an eternal farewell! We saw 
him about to die without an inter- 
est in Christ, and then te make 
his bed in hell for ever! This was 
more than we could bear. All 
our family had heen much engaged 
in praying to God in bis behalf for 
a loug time previous to his illness ; 
but from the time of his being ta- 
kei sick, we were much engaged 
that his affliction might be the 
means of bringing him to a sense 
of his lost condition, and that he 
might obtain the pardon of bis sins 
through the merits of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We also prayed 
much for his recovery; but we 
could have no access to the throne 
of grace for the restoration of his 
health-no answer cou!d we obtain 
to our prayers and tears in this 
particular. But we now, with one 
cousent, went befere the Lord in 
secret, and with weeping and sup- 
plication implored God to prepare 
him for death before he removed 
him to eternity; and soon we 
obtained an answer. When we 
returned to the room where my 
brother lay, he cried out, “ O Jo- 
seph, will you pray with me?” 
During the time we prayed he 
confessed his sivs and bewailed 
his condition, under such agony 
and distress as was suflicient to 
melt the most obdurate heart in 
pity for him. After we rose from 
our knees, he desired me to read 
the fifty-third chapter of the 
prophecy of Isaiah, and then 
the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 
His distress of mind now became 
so great that it seemed as if he 
would be unable to bearit. He 
begged of God that he would par- 
don his infidelity, together with 
other manifold sins, and that he 
would grant him the salvation of 
his soul, through that blood he bad 
once rejected. He said lhe felt 
dreadfully apprehensive that he 
should soon become delirious, and 
then he should not be capable of 
receiving pardon from an offended 
God. “0,” said he, “for one 
day more to be added to my sin- 
ful life. 1 ask but forone only, 
one short day to be prqpared to 
meet the Judge of all the earth. 
O, it is now the eleventh hour with 








me, and if | become delirious be. 









































































48 
a 


THE TELESCOPE. 
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| eee reenner a acca ST 
fore L obtain pardon, I am ruined 


for ever. 

Hitherto, at the request of the 
physiciah very few persons were, 
permitted to go into the rooin, ex- 
cept his attendants; but now all 
restraint was broken off; none 
were kept back; friends and rela- 
tives, neighbours and acquaintan- 
ces, with confi his companions, 
all rushed inf the room to see 
the close of this mournful scene, | 
and every person that entered 
made it still more affecting, for all 
were dissolved into sympathy in 
a moment: the visitants were suf- | 
fused in tears, while they betield | 
the object before them, and heard | 
his lamentations and prayers. | 
He now desired me to send for | 


Mr. Fowler once more: which I 
did. 

















On coming into the room my | 


brother reached out his hand to | 
him, 


now willingto renounce his infidel 
principles? and if he believed in} 
the divinity of our Lord and Sa- | 
viour Jesus Christ? and if he 


don ? he® cried out, “O yes! 


prayer. brother Fowler held out 
the promises that God has made to 
all returning sinners, as an encour- 
agement that he need not despair 
of obtaining the pardon of his sins, 
although ever so great. He cried 
out, “.O that my load of sin were 
gone: O that I could at last sub- 


mit : O Christ have mercy on me. | again in heaven, to part no more 
Jam the vilest of the vile; Ihave | forever.” To Palmer he observed, 


sinned against so much light. Much 
has been given to me.” Mr, Fow- 
ler said, “ Yes, much has been 
given to you.”’ My brother replied, 
‘Sand much is required.” Mr. 
Fowler answered. again, “ There 
is no more required of you now 
than at any other time.” My mo- 
ther coming into the room, he ex- 
claimed, “| have been a disobedi- 
ent child to you, mother, and this 
weighs heavy on me now.” » She 
replied, “If you have ever diso- 
beyed me, I freely forgive you, and 
1 believe God wilkalso forgive you, 


my dear child.” ‘This gave him | 


great encouragement. 


We were now around his bed, 
waiting withdeep anxiety for his 
deliverance from the heavy load 
of sin under which he laboured, 
when we all, as if struck by a di- 
vine impulse, fell upon our knees, 
and without uttering a word re- 
mained some time in agony of soul 
expecting his pardon would come 
by the heavenly messenger. 
when we arose I asked him if he 
felt any’ hope arise in his breast 
that God would deliver him? He 


anid he felt a faint hope, but his | 


Mr. Fowler asked what he | jiam said to him, “O Doctor! 
had sent for him for? he said he |there are very few persons in 


wished him to pray with him. Mr | Newburgh who would have taken 
Fowler then asked him if he was | me fora deist; aud yet Il have been 


‘ . | He replied, “ My sufferings are 
wished to obtain mercy and par- | almost over—I am almost gone. 
“ O| O how good the Lord is!?S. Du- 
yes!” Mr. Fowler then prayed ; | senbury coming in, William took 
and my brother appeared much | him by the hand and said, * Yes- 
engaged,pleading for mercy. After | terday I was a confirmed deist: 


now am, and what I shall be here- 
after.” On my. asking him if his 
confidence remained vashaken ? 
he replied, “ Yes, I am happy, 
happy !? 

“The world recedes, it disappears ! 
Heaven opens to my eyes ; my cars”— 
His aged father going up to him 
weeping, William said, ‘“ Father, 
| have sometimes disobeyed you,:! 
but God has forgiven me.” Our 


heart felt very hard. My mother 
told him that hope was worth a 
world, for it showed that his great 
deliverer was athand. She en- 
couraged him to keep looking 
up to God, for his distress would 
be soon turned to everlasting joy. 

He lay some time silent, appa- 
rently in great distress, his eyes, 
his hands, his heart were raised to 
heaven, when in a moment his 
countenance changed, and he cried 
out, “ Glory, glory, glory, be to 
God! He is come! Heaven is in 
view! Welcome death the end of 
all my fears! Glory, glory, glory ! 





dience was never of much con- | 
sequence. William said again, 
“I know that my death will be a 





lam happy, py, happy! There will short one, and then we | 
is areality in the religion of Jesus | shall ] 
Christ ” He ihen attempted to for ever” Our mother going 


sing, to take a lasting farewell of him, 


“ Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly ;” 
but his voite failed him. The 
doctor coming into the room, Wil- 


you was born, I have carried you 
in the arms of iaith and prayer to 
the throne of grace, and my pray- 
ers are now answered. | can now 
resign you up to God, since we 
are sure of seeing each other in 
heaven.” ‘Farewell, mother,” 
said he, “| shall meet you there, 
and be parted from you no more 
for ever.” 

His father going to him once 
more, asked him if he still felt 
happy in his soul? he answared, 
“* 6 yes, happy, happy! although 
lam now delirious : 

“The world recedes, it disappears ! 

Heaven opens on my eye’; my ears 

With sounds seraphic ring.” 

I shall soon be in heaven with my 
dear companion, Samuel Cross, 
and walk the streets of the new 
Jerusalem with him praising God 
for ever.” 


a $taunch one.” The doctor de- 
sired him not to speak so much, 
for he thought it would hurt him. 


but Mr. Fowler used such argu- 
ments as convinced me of my folly 
and danger. 1am now a convert- 
ed Christian, and shall soon be 
where the wicked cease from trou- 
bling, and the weary are at rest.” 

















To Harris he said, while she stood 


He observed to those that stood 
at his bed-side, ‘‘ We shal! meet 


around him, that if the agony of 
death did not prove too great, the 
serene calm that he felt in his soul 
would cause a heavenly smile on 
his countenance after his spirit 
had taken its flight to the realms 
of glory. And so it was; for 
deathvhad lost its sting. He would 
frequently raise his hand towards 
heaven, and smile ; and then look 
up at us to behold the heavenly 
objects that he beheld. Before 
he became speechless, I observed 
to him, that it would be a great 
satisfaction tous if he would make 
a sign that he was still happy 
when he was no longer able to 
speak: he said he would raise his 
hand if he felt able to do so. 

_ When I thought the last struggle 
was Coming on, I went to him, and 
asked him if he knew me? he re- 
plied, “perfectly.” 1 asked him 
if any doubts or fears were per- 
mitted to trouble him? He said 
not a doubt or fear Had crossed 
his mind since he wat set free from 
his load of sin and guilt. In about 
ten minutes after, I.told him if he 
still felt bis soul bappy, and his 
evidence bright for heaven, I wish- 
ed him to give the sign: he first 
raised one hand,and then the other, 
and clasped them over his head, 

+ 





‘*O how good the Lord is to save 
me at the eleventh hour: surely I | 
jam a brand - plucked from the 
burning. O, glory, glory be to 
|God!” A young woman with 
whom he was acquainted, who 
was a stranger to religion, coming, 
he cried out, * O Catharine, pre- 
pare for death! put it not off until 
it is too late: for | am one out of 
| teri thousand to experience reli- 
| gion, and obtain mercy at such a 
‘time as this.’ | He then wished us 
to sing, 





“Ah! lovely appearance of death, 
‘What sight upon earth is so fair ? 
Not al! the gay pageants that breathe 
Can with a dead body compare.”. 


And again, 





in the clay ?” 

He then exclaimed, “ O what 
are all my sufferings here, since 
there is such a crown of glory for 
me! my pain is very great; and 
were it not for the love of God. 
would be insupportable.” He then 
requested Mr. Fowler to preach 
his funeral sermon—* Tell,” said 
he. “what I have been, what I 














father replied that his disobe- | 





loss to you; but the separation | 


} 
t 





— 
and said, “all is clear although I 
am now delirious ;”’ and soon af- 
ter his spirit took its flight, after a 
hard struggle with death, to join 
that innumerable company who 
have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of 
theLamb; and who surround the 
throne of God, continually sing- 
ing the song of redeeming love, 
in strains of heavenly harmony. 





La Fayette.—THe reception of this 
distinguished patriot in this city, fully 
evinces: the feelings entertained to- 





to be separated no more | wards him by the American people. 


Every heart seemed to swell with 


| emotions of respect and gratitude, on 
said, “ William, every day since | his arrival. 


Two boys were killed ip Roches- 


| ter, N. Y. on the 14th, by a sand 
| bank caving in upon them. 


Ingenious Invention —A patent has 


| been taken out, in Engiand, for a ma- 


chine, for making «lf kinds of shoes, 


| gloves, caps, and hats. cartouche box- 


es, scabbards, and sword sheathes, of 
|one piece of leather, without any 
| seam or sewing whatever. 


The Lord will provide—A poor 
pious widow told me the following 
littie anecdote had supported her 
many a time, when ready. to sink un- 
der the weight of her numerous and 
poor family. Iota. 

A very pious lady, left a widowgby 
the death of hér husband, with a 
family of children, in very reduced 
circumstances, used to bear up won- 
derfully, under that promise, ‘ The 
Lord will provide.’’—And one dear 
little girl who sympathized much with 
her mother, would often come to her 
and say, Mother, how shall we get 
along? When this flour is out, where 
shall we get more’? &c.&c. Never 
mind my dear, the Lord will provide. 
And to all such questions of the little 
girl, where they would get victuals, 
clothing, &c. the mother always re- 
plied, never mind, * The Lord will 
provide.” 

And one day the little girl coming 
in, saw her mother sitting leaning 
her head on her elbow, and wiping 
the tear from her eye as it siole 
down hercheek. She instantly came 
up to her, and with great interest, 
inquired the catse. The mother 
answered, My dear, I do not know 
what we shall do—For I do not sec 
how we shall get along. The little 
girl, with a kind of sorrow mingled 
with surprise, said, Why, Mother, is 
the Lord dead ? 

Schism.—A large portion of the 
Methodists in Canada, have seceded 
from the main body ; declaring them- 
selves independent of the American 
and English Connexion. They with- 
drew, it is said, in consequence of 
having their petition rejected ¢ the 
last General Conference. 








APOLOGY! 

The crowded state of our columas has 
prevented us from giving the usual summary 
of news. In future we shall be more, copious 
under this head. 








